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The Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society (formerly the Astronomical Society of Frankston)
was founded in 1969 with the aim of fostering the study and understanding of Astronomy by amateurs
and promoting the hobby of amateur Astronomy to the general community at all levels.

The Society holds a focused general meeting each month for the exchange of ideas and
information. Regular public and private observing nights are arranged to observe currently available
celestial objects and phenomena. In addition, the society encourages the services of its members for
educational presentations and observing nights for schools and community groups.

The evening wasn't looking too good to begin with
obscuring the view for the beginning of the eclipse, how
just before the moon entered into the earth’s shadow, the *
Paparazzi’ were able to snap away at the moon.

Media interest in this event saw a photographer from t

newspaper group with us. And through the media, a couple’
Peninsula Camera Club ventured up to have a try at photogrs
All of our guests enjoyed their night with the society membe
bit more about our moon and our society. _

For the twenty or so members of the society, the e
to observe different things about the eclipse. For some it w
out our astrophotography skills (as seen on this page, and
was taking Danjon estimations on the moons appeara
observing the event with family. In all, a wonderful ast
enjoyed by all present with a great bonus - it was vie

-_m ™S

..unfortunately didn't
translate to great early
pictures.

After the cloud finally broke, the eclipse's different phases as photographed by M.PA.S, member Kevin Rossiter.
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..Happy Birthday, Mister President...”

, With our winter finally behind us for another year, our first social event for this
pring is the President’s Birthday viewing night at The Briars. This is a great night to
off those winter cobwebs on our telescopes, and enjoy a B.B.Q. and drinks with
r members of the society, in a relaxed social atmosphere. Even if you don’t have a
ope, come up and enjoy the view through other member’s scopes or use one of the
ety’s scopes.

This is open to all members and their families, at anytime after 3pm on Saturday
oon, the 20th of October. A sausage sizzle will be put on for members with soft drink
lable for a $1 a can, however you can B.Y.O. other meats and drinks, if you like.
Hope to see you there.

b

Volunteers Required

Our public viewing night activities seem to be fairly well covered however other activities such as
Briars working-bees, newsletter contributions and general meeting speakers are generally short on the ground.
Although members pay a membership fee, this fee is kept low through the contributions from our volunteers. If
you have time to help out please approach one of the committee members.

I/Lpoom:,m,g Soctety Bvents for Septsmber § Oc’cober

- September -_
Fri 7t - Public Viewing Night at The Briars (Bpm)*
Sat 15t - Members Viewing Night at The Briars

Wed 19N - General Meeting at The Peninsula School (Spm)

_Session 1 - Speakers Peter Skilton & lan &lllhﬂin
Session 2 - Video NONE

~ Session 3 - Omem&'SkyformManﬂl‘
~ -w_ed-zﬁt_h' Committee Meeting

- October
~ Frigth. Publlc Viewing Night at The Briars (8pm)”
Sat 13th . Members Viewing Night at The Briars

Wed 1.7""' - General Meeting at The Peninsula School (8pm)

Session 1 - Speaker Dr. Michael Brown - ‘The Growth afﬁam m mrnt—c Tinu’
Session 2 - Video NONE -
Sess:on 3 - Open Forum & 'Skyfortho Month’

Sat 20“’ President’s Birthday Night
- (Details above)

Wed 24“‘ Committee Meeting

E-Scorpius & M.P.A.S. website YAEHOO!, GrROUPS

Following on from the volunteers request from above,
one of the major problems doing a newsletter like this has | """ " Foeomius Yaheo!Group

: = - . ik fie. Father and Son Viewing Night at the Briars Astronomy Centre and

been keeping up-to-date with events that arise within the two Ecucation Camp
month break between editions. oo

By signing up to the e-scorpius news group, you can Mo Rarsindor ot S 6 5 Ears syl e Moy s o
know all the goings on in the society via email. Along with the kit 7 ket o h B s ovaright. (s 45
society’s new website at www.mpas.asn.au, you can now NN R o e

Gat mminders on your mobila, Yahoo! Messengar and amaid
Edit masridar opfons

always be up-to-date.
Registration details for e-scorpius are on the back

An example of e-scorpius’ email reminder alert for events.

age.
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Well, the lead up to Science Week certainly was active with schools and public events. After the well-
appreciated Mt.Martha Primary evening at their school, we had the monthly General meeting on 15/8, with
eclipse-related talks by lan Sullivan, Bruce Tregaskis, Bob Heale and Peter Skilton. This was a very full evening
with lots of interesting material that dovetailed well.

The next night saw MPAS visit Seaford Primary school at The Briars camp, where

59 kids were present (plus about another 6 teachers). Peter Lowe gave the talk, but
unfortunately the cloud cover was 100%, so the telescopes from Greg Walton, Peter
Skilton and Bruce Tregaskis weren’t needed. The night after was a public Friday evening
at The Briars Astronomy Centre, which saw 9 people in attendance. The weather turned
out to be quite clear for most of the evening, though surrounding regions were under
cloud which would have dissuaded many from attending. Local paper advertising of the
evening was unfortunately minimal. Peter Lowe gave the talk, and in the field were Greg
Walton, Kevin Rossiter, Bob Heale, lan Sullivan, and Peter Skilton.

Saturday was busy all day long. MPAS had an amateur astronomy display all day
outside Coles in the main Bayside Shopping Centre in Frankston CBD that was drawing

learn

I you've sty Bonand @ mystenous
By bore, foidll or Taather, bang
n o Meftourne Museunts Discovery
Centre and have It identfied (daily
10wm b Apm; i sesd Sunday:
free with museun entry; Necholson
Strest, Cafon) You can akso leam
haw io pholograph the mghl siy at

a tefescope evering (longht, Tpm

fo 10pm; $8; Brars Astronomy
Contre, Briges Hiniosic Pask, Nepean
Highwary, Moun! Martha). BYQ dgdal
camera of Camena phone and dness
warmily, And the Australan Skeplics
axplan e science behind mage
wred e psimnoomal (loday, momow

il ned woekend, | 1am io d pm;
$6°. children lree; Scmnceworks,

about 40 interested inquirers per hour, with many hundreds (if not thousands) just casual
2 Booker Sireel, Spotswood)

passers-by. The display was manned by Peter Lowe (with a decent meteorite), Trevor
Hand (with his decent sized Celestron on show) and Brett Bajada (together with some
decent new posters made especially for the occasion), with an occasional relieving visit
by other members during the day for moral support. This turned out to be very useful for
raising the society profile amongst a high number of people who simply may never have
made it to a public night at The Briars, and now realise not all amateur astronomers have
2 heads, and could pave the way for more such display events in future years.

That same Saturday saw the public astrophotography evening at The Briars.
This was well covered in The Age newspaper (but not in the local newspapers for some
reason) as part of the first day of National Science Week, so we were expecting a bumper
crowd. As it turned out, the weather around the Melbourne region was gloriously good
during the day, then took a nose-dive to being very overcast during the late afternoon/evening. In all, only 20
members of the public showed (some from Melbourne) and they saw it in The Age. Unfortunately The Age didn’t
publish our phone number or email address, only the street address and our old website, so this would have
turned away a lot of prospective attendees even if the weather had been clear. Nevertheless, the great turnout
of members was pleasing to see, and a good evening was had by all, especially as it became cloudless late
in the evening. Peter Lowe gave the astrophotography talk, and in the field were Viviene Lowe, Greg Walton,
Steve & Simone Mohr, Bruce Tregaskis, Peter Skilton, Richard Pollard, Simon Birch, Alex Dickson, Roland
Knabe, Kevin Rossiter, Brett Bajada, Andrew Thornton and possibly others | might have missed. Plus there was
a strange glowing orb in the dead tree about 3 metres above the ground - a UFO perhaps?

Cheers, Peter Skilton.

(From Peter Skilton's e-scorpius report)

Annual General Meeting - 8pm, Wednesday 21/11/2007

This is an early reminder about the Annual General Meeting that is to take place in November. As you
are aware, the society relies on the voluntary efforts of individuals to keep the society going. These efforts are
co-ordinated by the society's committee. If you feel you have the time and/or ability to contribute some-
thing back, then come along to the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, 21st of November, 2007, at
The Peninsula School, Wooralla Drive, Mt. Eliza.

As appeared in

‘The Age’, Saturday
18/8/2007.
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Natures Fireworl
From September through to December we ge

EVEHTS fOl" SEPTEMBER Hourly Rate) of between 2 to 10, there are 3 specific ¢

i R ; ; , These meteor showers have their names from the ¢
1# to 30™ - Pii(;]lds m;feg:nshou:ngls aorr;nm:hr" Shgg?“ Gcf*T':e meteor shower is no more than the debris (dust, larc
wi maxim activity £ atter ot our & . e
midnight (Z.HR. of 3). Radiant in Northern Sky. get our meteor showers. The images below will giva

4™ - Mars 6° South of the Last Quarter Moon
(around Midnight).

9" - Venus 9° South of Moon (5pm).
10" - Uranus at Opposition (Spm).

1™ - New Moon.
13™ - Mercury 2° North of Moon (around Midnight).
17™ - Mars 0.9° North of Crab Nebula (M1).
18" - Antares 0.7° North of Moon (6pm)
20" - First Quarter Moon.
22" - Mercury 0.09° North of Spica (7pm).
23™ - Equinox (8pm)

27" - Full Moon,

30™ - Mercury at greatest elongation East - 26° (Zam)j

The Orionids Meteor Shower.
The second of two showers that occur each year
as a result of Earth passing through dust released
by Halley’s Comet. The Orionids generally begin
on October 15 and end on October 29, with
maximum generally occurring during the morning
hours of October 20-22.

Even.l.s for‘ OCTOBER - brightestssigll:sm the sky
15" 0 29" - Orionids meteor shower is active with maximum i

activity on the 215", from late evening, til dawn.
(ZHR. of 14 1o 31).

3" - Mars 5° South of the Last Quarter Moon (8pm), B S
4" - Mars 1° South of M35 (5pm) —~

8" - Saturn 1.3° North of Moon (2am) . f <
9" - Venus 3° South of Regulus (9pm) !

11" - New Moon.

13™ - Mercury 1.3° North of Moon
15" - Venus Saturn & Regulus within 2.8° (12am).
18" - Antares 0.5° North of Moon (lam)
19" - First Quarter Moon.

1*' - Neptune 1.3° North of Moon (1pm) North East
23" - Uranus 1.8° South of Moon (Noon)

Orionid Radiant

6" - Full Moon
2Qth _ARO A representation of the view from about 2:00 a.m. local
29" - Venus at greatest elongation West - 46 (1am).J fime atound. Octoher o1

RISE and s

— Sun - Moon Mercury Venus Mars Jupit

Begine  Rise Set Ends Rise Set Phase Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise
Sept 1|05:16 06:43 17:58 19:26 | 22:37 08:26 Waning to Half Moon 07:24 19:08 | 05:15 16:28|01:47 11:28|11:03 0
8] 05:05 06:32 18:04 19:31 | 04:48 14:39 Nearing New Moon 07:20 19:37 [04:47 15:54|01:39 11:16(10:38 0
15(04:54 06:22 18:10 19:37 | 07:40 21:50 Waxing Crescent Moon | 07:13 20:01 | 04:26 15:28 | 01:29 11:03 | 10:13 O
221 04:43 06:11 18:16 19:44 | 12:57 03:22 Nearing Full Moon 07:05 20:20 | 04:11 15:11 )| 01:18 10:50 | 09:48 0
20| 04:31 06:00 18:22 19:51 | 21:34 06:56 Waning to Half Moon 06:54 20:33 | 03:58 14:59 [ 01:06 10:36 | 09:24 2
Oct 6]04:19 05:49 18:28 19:58 | 03:23 13:38 Waning to Crescent Moon| 06:40 20:35 | 03:48 14:53 | 00:52 10:21 1 09:01 2
13| 04:08 05:39 18:35 20:06 | 06:10 20:41 Waxing past New Moon | 06:18 20:16 | 03:40 14:52 | 00:37 10:05 08:38 2
20| 03:56 05:29 18:42 20:15 | 11:48 01:56 Waxing past Half Moon 05:44 19:24 | 03:32 14:54 | 00:20 09:47 | 08:15 2
27)03:44 05:20 18:49 20:25 | 20:25 05:26 Waning past Full Moon 05:05 18:11 | 03:25 14:58 | 23:59 09:27 | 07:52. 2,
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s Show (if you don’t mind the hours!)

J see 17 of the year’s 38 regular naked-eye meteor showers. While most are minor showers with Z.H.R. (Zenith
»wers that can be relied upon to put on a show. These are the Orionids, Leonids and Geminid meteor showers.
istellation that is closest to radiant (the common point in the sky where the meteors appear). In essence, a
particles, etc) left over from a passing comet. When we on the Earth pass through a comet’s debris trail, we

'u a guide to these upcoming showers, and hopefully encourage you to forego sleep to see them.
For more detailed information, check out www.r 5

The Leonids Meteor Shower.
The Leonid meteor shower has produced some of
the most spectacular meteor displays in history,
but it is unfortunately periodic in nature. The
Leonids generally begin on November 13 and
end on November 21, with maximum generally

The Geminids Meteor Shower,
Even though the radiant never climbs far above
the horizon, it is possible to see 20 meteors per
hour on the night of maximum. The Geminids
generally begin on December 7 and end on
December 18, with maximum generally occurring

occurring during the night of November 17/18. during the nights of December 13/14.

L
Procyon

. Betelgeuse

- *Aldebaran

w
4
4

Jx’
! /radiant
e »
radiant .
Capelia i
-
®

; North East
Nort‘h East ;
Leonid Radiant

A representation of the view from about 3:00 a.m. local
time around November 18

Saturn Uranus Neptune

Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set
06:28 17:12 | 18:32 07:16 | 16:19 06:03 |1 Sept
06:03 16:49 | 18:03 06:48 | 15:51 05:35| 8
05:38 16:26 | 17:34 06:20 | 15:23 05:07 | 15
05:13 16:02 | 17:05 05:52 | 14:54 04:39 | 22
04:47 15:39 |16:36 05:23 | 14:26 04:11 | 29
04:22 15:15)|16:08 04:55|13:58 03:44 |6 Oct
03:56 14:51 | 15:39 04:27 | 13:30 03:16 | 13 to expert. So to see what’s ahead
03:31 14:27 |15:11 03:59 | 13:02 02:48 | 20 for 2008, keep a look out for
03:05 14:03 | 14:42 03:31|12:35 02:20 | 27 ASTRONOMY 2008.

Geminid Radiant

A representation of the view from about 11:00 pm local
time around December 13

These times and much more
celestrial information can be found
in the excellent annual Australian
publication, ASTRONOMY 2007. Soon
to be available for purchase from the
club will be ASTRONOMY 2008. These
publications are aimed at all levels of
amateur astronomer, from newcomer

S — |
ASTRONOMY . -
2007 AUSTRALIA =

BOZLOBTOBoE
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A challenging astronomical event - right over Melbourne

This little bit of astronomical information was picked up by Dave Herald from Canberra, and relayed
to our society.

Want to try an interesting challenge? Perhaps the shortest astronomical phenomena you have ever
tried to observe? The challenge is to watch the 4th mag star omega2 Scorpii on the evening of Tuesday
Oct 9 between 7.06pm and 7.07pm. If you can record it on video (handicam etc) all the better...

The reason? The 15km diameter mag 16 asteroid (901) Brunsia will pass in front of the star
- occulting it for a maximum of about 0.4 secs (yep 0.4 secs - don't blink at the wrong time!) And the
predicted path crosses right over Melbourne.

If the prediction was 100% accurate, the northern limit of the occultation path would be a line from

Geelong to Emerald; the southern limit is
a parallel line passing through Frankston.
The 1-sigma uncertainties in the path
location have the northern limit being as
far north as a parallel line through about
Essendon/Mont Park, while the southern
limit is down around Crib Point.

If you can encourage others to
participate, that would be great. It is
almost certain that the occultation will be
visible from somewhere in Melbourne. All
people have to do is look at the star for
that 1-minute period.

So hopefully people will put a note
in their diaries for this event. I'm happy to ;
answer any questions... ot =

Dave Herald e e )/ Bina signt Tooradn

Canberra, Australia The area of viewing on 'i':esday h Oct., betwn 7:06p to

ASTRO HELIS
A new home for the Cranbourne Metorite

The famous No.1 Cranbourne meteorite at the
Natural History Museum in London has been moved
recently. All 3.5 tonnes of it were lifted out of its
protective case of dry nitrogren and hauled out of the
upper story window of the museum, taken around the
other entrance and reinserted into its new home near the
minerals in the Science museum instead (5 hours later).
This is the first time it's ever been
moved since the 1850’s when it was
shipped to London amidst a lot of
controversy in Victoria. The move
took 10 specialists and a very large
The Cranbourne meteorite displayed in the old Meteorite gallerf crane.

At that time, Victoria was still
very much seen as a colony and any such prizes discovered were considered booty to be §
returned to the mother land of England. This is the largest fragment of the meteorite (12 §
are known). Previous attempts to have it returned to Australia have fallen on deaf ears.

Most people would be unaware, but one of the fragments actually fell within the ol
region of Frankston rather than Casey. This is the one on display in the Smithsonian in e
New York.

(From Peter Skilton’s e-scorpius report. Images curestey of The Natural History Museum)
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Society Pics

A growing activity in the society, is the experimentation
with astrophotography. As a result, many of our members are
getting great shots of the night (and daytime) sky. To show you 't
what members are photographing, Scorpius will be setting aside
a page each edition to show case these images. So don’t be
shy, if you have an image which you would like to share, send
it in to scorpius@mpas.asn.au with a brief description of the
image (as per opposite list). These images will also be available
online to view at www.mpas.asn.au.

Total Lunar Eclipse - Photographed by Steve Mohr (28/8/2007)

NGC 253 - Sculptor Galaxy
- Photographed by Helmuth Schuites

Coming out of Eclipse
- Photographed by Kevin Rossiter
The South Celestrial Pole - Photographed by Helmuth Schultes
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~ GENERAL MEETINGS

~ Meeting Venue: Peninsula School, Wooralla Drive, Mt. Eliza,
~ (Melways map 105/F5) in the ‘Senior School at 8pm, - ' i
~on the 3rd Wednesday of each monih ‘except December. ;

~ Phone: 0419 253 252

 Mail: P.O. Box 596, Frankston 3199, Victoria, Australia.
__Internet: http://www.mpas.asn.au
~ email: welcome@mpas.asn.au

Senior School
Building

‘Car park

The
Peninsula
School

~ LOAN EQUIPMENT
. ~The Society has an 8-inch reflector, 80mm refractor and NN mainGates
~ binoculars available for loan. Contact Kevin Rossiter or a Wooralla Dr:

committee member to arrange the loan of equipment. The Society
~also has books and videos for loan from it's library, made available
-durmg General Meetings.

~ CONTRIBUTIONS T0 SCORPIUS NEWSLETTER

If you would like to submit an article or written contribution to Scorpius, then please send your submrssion_ -
--_to M.PAS., PO. Box 596, Frankston 3199, or you can now email to scorpius@mpas.asn.au . '

- Any astronomical events that you have witnessed or tales you would like to tell, things you have for sa}e :
3?___'_"(eg telescopes, eyepieces, etc.) then please send them in. And the new Society Pics page requires images
~that you have taken for aII members of the society to see - don t keep them to yourself! All contributions are
ws}coma

-~ E—Sconps NEwsunum'

- The M.PAS. has an online newsgroup called E—Scorplus Here you will be keptup to date wnh the Iatesi_ :

~ M.PAS. news and event information as well as being able to join in discussions and ask questmns with other
~_members. Toj join, go to http://groups.yahoo.com and sign up 1o Yahoo groups. You requlre to ngn up to Yah_ f' —
~groups o join E-Scorpius. .
- Gnce you have sugned up at Yahoo groups, emau skywatch@iprimus.com.au saymg 1hat you

: = want to join E-Scorpius and you will be added to the

E-Scorpius list. Come on, join up. The more pecpfe ?n the-_ —
group the better.

The Briars' N VIIZWIHﬁ NIGHTS — MI:'HI!FNS UNI.\’ _
o Any night, at The Briars, Nepean Hwy, Mt. Martha,
starting at dusk. If you would like to know if others are
observing at the site, then call the somety s sﬂe moblle on
- 0408 127 443.
; Members visiting The Briars for the first
w:s"r:e"””fa's RN _time must contact Greg Walton on either 9773 0098

Mornington Peritisuia ~ 0r0415 172503 ifthey need h__e!p_uj getting tqth_e site. Upon
*Astronommal Society arrival at the site, remember to sign the attendance book

Homestead

Observing Facility

Briar's
Camp

_in the observatory buzidmg to verify that the mobﬁe s
~ turned on.

Journal of the Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society
Page 8 Volume XVI, No. 3 (September/October 2007)

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomical Societ


http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

If it rains we can also watch a movie

4 VU l

AR
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Jupiter taken with MPAS 18inch EQ stopped down to 4 inch 1SO400 1/125 sec

16Apr2006 Pentax ist By Greg Walton Briars Mornington

Red spot on Jupiter 256May2006 12:13am

Taken with MPAS 18inch F4.5 EQ stopped down 4inch

By Greg Walton Briars Mornington

Pentax ist ISO400 1/125sec with 3 X convertor  No Editing
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Gallery
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